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Chapter

11
Grade 3 Home Guide, page 38

The Church Is One and Holy
Scripture Focus: John 17:20–21, 23

Lesson Goals
• to identify that Jesus prayed for his followers to 

be one 
• to describe oneness and holiness as made up 

of love, patience, and kindness
• to name oneness and holiness as two Marks of 

the Church 
 

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1696  

of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(John 17:20–21, 23).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 11 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 11 

activity booklet.
 Invite your child to name Christian 

 denominations she or he may have heard of. 
 Tell your child that today’s lesson explores 

Jesus’ desire for the world to be united and 
made holy by love for him.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1696  

of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(John 17:20–21, 23).

 Ask your child these questions:
• Who is Jesus praying for? (his followers and 

for all who believe in his message, shared 
by his followers)

• What does Jesus want for the people who 
believe in him? (to be one, or united)

• Why does Jesus want us to be one? (so 
the world will believe that the Father sent 
Jesus and will understand that the Father 
loves them)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 1697 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 11 activity booklet. 
Answers: 1. message, 2. one, 3. Father, 
4. world, 5. believe

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read the article on the second page of this 

home guide chapter. Review the key words, 
and ask the review questions.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 11 activity booklet. 
Answers will vary.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 11 activity booklet 
to complete this week. 

 Encourage your child to complete the puzzle 
handout on the third page of this home guide 
chapter. Answer: United in faith

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 11 activity booklet.
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Grade 3 Home Guide, page 39

Key Words
faith  Strong belief.
Marks of the Church  Key qualities of the 
Church.

Review
1. What did Jesus want for his followers?
2. Are we completely united in faith with other  
 Christian Churches?
3. What are some qualities of a person who is one  
 with God and holy?
4. What do we call the four qualities of the  
 Church—One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

In the Nicene Creed at Mass, we state our belief in 
“one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church” (Roman 
Missal). These are the Marks of the Church, or 
“key qualities of the Church.” In a later lesson, you 
will learn about being Catholic and Apostolic. But 
what does it mean to be One and Holy?

In today’s reading, we learn that Jesus prayed for 
us all to be one, united in our faith in him. He  
wasn’t talking about just Catholics—he was talking 
about all Christians, everyone who believes in him. 
Baptism is one example of how we are one in faith 
with other Christians. Many Christian Churches, 
including the Catholic Church, baptize members 
in Christ. But Christians are not united in other 
ways. We have differing beliefs about the Bible, 

the  sacraments, the Church, and some of Jesus’ 
teachings. To try to  understand and work out our 
 differences, leaders of many Christian faiths gather 
regularly to learn about one another’s beliefs, so we 
may become one as Jesus prayed.

Jesus also wants us to be holy: united with God, 
and loving God and one another. We can show our 
love for God and for everyone by being kind, loving, 
and patient. Patience, kindness, and love are qualities 
that come from being one with God and working to 
be holy.

Praying for unity and holiness is one way we 
can show our faith in Jesus. Make a cross on your 
 forehead, lips, and heart, and ask God to help you 
be holy in your thoughts, words, and love.

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles in the We Know and Live Our 
Faith resource correspond to the concepts introduced 
in this lesson:
• “The Church Is the Bride of Christ,” page 8
• “The Church Is One” and “The Church Is Holy,”  

page 15
• “Other Churches and Faith Communities,”  

page 24
If you have additional time, read the selections 
together, and ask some questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

One and Holy

1. He wanted us to be one, united in faith. 2. No, we are 
not, but we work toward unity by discussing and praying 
for unity. 3. Being loving, patient, and kind. 4. Marks of 
the Church.
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Solve the maze to discover what Jesus wanted all his followers to become. Use the 
Featured Story on page 1969 of The Catholic Chidren’s Bible (John 17:20–21, 23) 
to help you navigate to the correct words. Then write the words that you find on the 
correct path in the spaces below. Finally, transfer the circled letter in your final answer 
to the spaces marked with the number 11 on the back of your folder.

Jesus’ Prayer
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Chapter

12
Grade 3 Home Guide, page 41

The Church Is One in Love
Scripture Focus: 1 John 3:11, 16–18

Lesson Goals
• to explain that the Church is a community 

of love
• to describe the Church as the Communion 

of Saints
• to identify that we show love to those in our 

Church family who have died 
 

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1936 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(1 John 3:11, 16–18).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 12 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 12 

activity booklet.
 Recall with your child a loving person who 

has died.
 Tell your child that together you will learn 

how the Church and all the saints are a 
 community of love.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1936 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(1 John 3:11, 16–18).

 Ask your child these questions:
• What message does John, the writer of this 

letter, say has been shared “from the very 
beginning” (verse 11)? (that we must love 
one another)

• How did Jesus show his love for us?  
(Jesus gave his life for us.)

• What does true love look like? (actions, not 
just words)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 1937 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 12 activity 
booklet. Answers will vary.

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read the article on the second page of this 

home guide chapter. Review the key words, 
and ask the review questions.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 12 activity booklet. 
Answers will vary.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 12 activity booklet 
to complete this week. 

 Encourage your child to complete the puzzle 
handout on the third page of this home guide 
chapter. Answer: Christ gave his life for us. We 
must love one another. Final answer: Love shows 
itself in action.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 12 activity booklet.
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Grade 3 Home Guide, page 42

Key Words
Communion of Saints  The Church: all 
who have been baptized in Christ who now 
live on Earth, in Heaven, and in Purgatory.
Purgatory  A state of purification or 
 cleansing that some people must  undergo 
 following death, before they can enter 
 Heaven.

Review
1. Whom does our Church family include?
2. What is the Communion of Saints?
3. How do we show that we are in communion with  
 one another?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

Every family has experienced the death of loved 
ones: grandparents, aunts and uncles, perhaps even 
cousins or other young relatives. As Christians, we 
find great comfort in knowing that our loved ones 
who have died are still part of our family. They also 
continue to be part of our Church family.

Our Church family, the Body of Christ, includes 
many more people than those we see at Mass. The 
Body of Christ includes the entire Communion of 
Saints: all baptized followers of Christ on Earth, 
in Heaven, and in Purgatory. Our Church is a 
 community of love—all the faithful, living and dead. 

So how can we show love for everyone as Jesus 
commanded us? We can pray for people who have 

died. We can also pray with the saints and with all 
who have died and now live with God in Heaven. At 
certain times during Mass, the priest reminds us that 
we pray with the saints and all those who have died 
in the faith. We honor all the saints on All Saints’ Day 
(November 1) and ask them to pray for us. On All 
Souls’ Day (November 2), we pray especially for all 
who have died. And we honor individual saints on 
feast days throughout the Church year.

Praying with the whole Church, living and dead, 
is one way we can share Jesus’ message of love. We 
show our unity in love when we receive the Body 
and Blood of Christ in Holy Communion. What are 
some other ways you can show you are part of a 
 community of love?

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article and activity in the We Know and 
Live Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:
• “The Communion of Saints” + activity, pages 13–14
If you have additional time, read the selection together, 
and invite your child to complete the activity.

A Community of Love
1. The entire Communion of Saints. 2. The Communion 
of Saints refers to the Church: all who have been  
baptized in Christ who now live on Earth, in Heaven, 
and in Purgatory. 3. By praying together at Mass, 
observing the holy days during the year, and receiving 
Holy Communion.
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Unscramble each of the words below and write them in the boxes to figure out the code. 
Then use the numbers to discover the final message. Finally, transfer the circled letter in 
your final answer to the spaces marked with the number 12 on the back of 
your folder.

Love One Another

FRO
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Chapter

13
Grade 3 Home Guide, page 44

Lesson Goals
• to recall that Jesus taught us to love God 

and others
• to describe what it means to be a loving  

person
• to identify that when we love we are like  

God 
 

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1812 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(1 Corinthians 13:4–8).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 13 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 13 

activity booklet.
 Invite your child to brainstorm examples of 

qualities that are “love” and those that are 
“not love.”

 Tell your child that today’s lesson focuses on 
what Jesus and Saint Paul taught us about 
what it means to be a loving person.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1812 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(1 Corinthians 13:4–8).

 Ask your child these questions:
• What are some qualities of love? (Love is 

patient, kind, and happy with the truth.)
• What are some qualities that love is not? 

(Love is not jealous, conceited, proud, 
ill-mannered, irritable, selfish, or happy with 
evil. Love does not keep track of wrongs.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 1813 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 13 activity booklet. 
 Answers: Children should circle “faithful,” “kind,” 
“truthful,” “hopeful,” and “patient.” The pink letters 
are a, t, n, r, l, e, e. The last sentence is “Love is 
eternal.”

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read the article on the second page of this 

home guide chapter. Review the key word, 
and ask the review questions.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 13 activity booklet. 
Answers will vary.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 13 activity booklet 
to complete this week. 

 Encourage your child to complete the puzzle 
handout on the third page of this home guide 
chapter. Answer: Love means treating people in 
a good way.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 13 activity booklet.

We Love God and Others
Scripture Focus: 1 Corinthians 13:4–8

 Discover!
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Grade 3 Home Guide, page 45

Key Word
demonstrate  To act out, or show.

Review
1. Why is it our responsibility to show God’s love  
 to everyone?
2. Who is our most important example of being a  
 loving person? Why?
3. Who are we most like when we love the way  
 God wants us to?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

Think of some people in your life whom you love no 
matter what: perhaps parents, siblings, friends, or 
other special people. Now think of times when you 
have found it difficult to love someone. What made it 
difficult? What did you do? 

How do you know someone is a loving person? 
Jesus is our most important example of a loving 
person. He never gave up on us. He even died for 
us, so that we could be saved. 

In today’s reading, Saint Paul helps us understand 
the nature of true love. Showing love means more 
than just saying “I love you.” We must demonstrate 

love in all our actions. When we love others with 
patience, kindness, and forgiveness, we are like God. 
We are loving others just as God loves us. 

Imagine that—when we show love by our words 
and actions, we are showing others God’s love! 
Showing God’s love is our responsibility as  members 
of the Body of Christ, the Church. When we show 
love, we make Christ’s Body more loving. The next 
time you find it hard to love someone, call on the 
Holy Spirit to strengthen you. The Holy Spirit is 
 always by our side, ready to guide us to be the  
loving people Jesus commanded us to be.

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles and activity in the We Know 
and Live Our Faith resource correspond to the 
concepts introduced in this lesson:
• “Living Close to God,” page 44
• “The Theological Virtues” + activity, pages 44–45
If you have additional time, read the selections 
 together, and invite your child to complete the activity.

One of a Kind, Created by God
1. We are part of the Body of Christ, the Church. Showing 
love makes Christ’s Body more loving. 2. Jesus is the most 
important example of a loving person. He never gave up 
on us and died for us so that we could be saved. 3. We 
are like God.



Chapter

13
Grade 3 Home Guide, page 46

Handout

© 2019 Saint Mary’s Press Chapter 13, Grade 3
Discover! Finding Faith in Life Document #: TX006185

Use the code below to find the secret message. Determine the letter that goes in each 
blank by finding where the number and letter below the blank intersect on the code 
chart. Then transfer the circled letter in your final answer to the space marked with the 
number 13 on the back of your folder.

Love God and Others

_____    _____    _____    _____         _____    _____    _____    _____    _____   

_____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____

1B

_____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____

         _____    _____    _____    _____         _____    _____    _____ .

_____    _____          _____
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Chapter

14
Grade 3 Home Guide, page 47

We Stand with Others
Scripture Focus: James 2:14–17

Lesson Goals
• to explain that faith is shown through action
• to state that we follow the example of Jesus 

when we reach out to those in need
• to identify that our faith is alive when we stand 

with others and help them 
 

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1914 of 

The Catholic Children’s Bible (James 2:14–17).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 of 

the chapter 14 activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 14 

activity booklet.
 Ask your child to name some things we can 

help to keep alive (pets, flowers, love, etc.).  
 Tell your child that together you will learn that 

keeping something alive requires action.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1914 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(James 2:14–17).

 Ask your child these questions:
• What is faith? (belief and trust in God)
• Can we say we have faith if our actions 

don’t prove it? (No, faith must be shown 
through action.)

• Is it helpful to say, “Stay warm,” but not 
help someone get what they need to stay 
warm? (No, we must help them get what 
they need.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 1915 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 14 activity booklet. 
Answers: 1. Answers can vary but should include 
things like food, water, clothing, shelter, and love. 
2. We must show our faith in actions, not just 
words.

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read the article on the second page of this 

home guide chapter. Review the key word, 
and ask the review questions.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 14 activity booklet. 
Answers will vary.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 14 activity booklet  
to complete this week. 

 Encourage your child to complete the puzzle 
handout on the third page of this home guide 
chapter. Answer: Faith without action is dead.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 14 activity booklet.
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Key Word
solidarity  Standing with people in need, 
so they are not alone.

Review
1. How do we keep our faith alive?
2. What does it mean to stand with someone?
3. Why does Saint James say that faith needs action?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

You have been learning that God is love, and the 
Church is a community of love. Think back on what 
you know about Jesus, life and teachings. What are 
some examples of Jesus showing us God’s love?

Having faith in God means we believe what  
Jesus told us—and showed us—about God. In today’s 
reading, Saint James says that if we have faith in 
God, we must keep that faith alive by acting on it,  
not just talking about it.

One important way to act on our faith is through 
solidarity with people in need. Something that is 
solid is hard to break apart. When we help people 

in need, we join with them to provide solid support. 
Jesus stood in solidarity with others when he healed 
people, forgave them, and showed them God’s love. 
Following Jesus in our own loving actions keeps our 
faith alive. Each of us can also stand with others in 
different ways, because each of us has different gifts 
to put our faith into action. 

The Church helps to gather all our talents and 
gifts to help people in a bigger way than each of us 
can do alone. The next time you go to church, look 
through the parish bulletin to find different ways your 
Church family is helping those in need. Consider 
supporting one of those efforts!

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article in the We Know and Live Our 
Faith resource corresponds to the concepts introduced 
in this lesson:
• “Living with Others in Society,” pages 46–47
If you have additional time, read the selection   
together, and ask some questions to check your  
child’s  understanding.

Put the “Solid” in Solidarity
1. Through our actions. 2. When we stand with others, 
they are not alone. We stand in solidarity. 3. Because 
we must follow Jesus’ loving actions to keep our own 
faith alive.
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Chapter

14

Discover the important message! Use the letters in the smaller circle to write down 
the letters in the bigger circle. Then transfer the circled letter in your final answer to 
the space marked with the number 14 on the back of your folder.

Helping Others

___ 

___  ___  ___  ___  ___ ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

___  ___  ___  ___ .___  ______ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
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Chapter

15
Grade 3 Home Guide, page 50

Lesson Goals
• to state that God is our Father who wants to 

give us the things we need
• to identify that Jesus encourages us to ask God 

for what we need
• to explain that asking God for what we need is 

called a prayer of petition 

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1464 of The 

Catholic Children’s Bible (Matthew 7:7–11).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 

of the chapter 15 activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 15 

activity booklet.
 Invite your child to imagine being  stranded 

on a desert island and to decide on five 
 essential needs for survival.

 Tell your child that today’s lesson explores the 
difference between asking God for what we 
need and asking him for what we want.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Featured Story on page 1464 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Matthew 7:7–11).

 Ask your child these questions:
• What is Jesus trying to tell us about prayer? 

(We have to ask for what we need, and 
God will give it to us.)

• What does Jesus mean when he says that 
the door will open when we knock? (Jesus  
is saying that when we reach out, God 
welcomes us.)

• Why does God want good things for us? 
(He loves us and he is the best father.)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 1465 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 15 activity booklet. 
Answers: asks, seeks, knock. Final prayer will vary.

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read the article on the second page of this 

home guide chapter. Review the key word, 
and ask the review questions.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 15 activity booklet. 
Answers: 1. P, 2. I, 3. I, 4. P, 5. I

Go! (10 minutes)
 Choose one of the Family Activities on 

page 4 of the chapter 15 activity booklet  
to complete this week. 

 Encourage your child to complete the puzzle 
handout on the third page of this home guide 
chapter.  Answer: prayer of petition

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 15 activity booklet.

We Pray for What We Need
Scripture Focus: Matthew 7:7–11
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Grade 3 Home Guide, page 51

Key Word
petition  A request.

Review
1. Why does Jesus want us to ask God for what  
 we need?
2. What is the difference between a need and  
 a want?
3. What do we call our prayers when we pray  
 for ourselves?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

A new video game. Patience. Candy. Good health. A 
parent’s love. A can of soda. Which of these items is 
something you might need for life or holiness? Which 
is something you only want, but don’t truly need?

We can always turn to God, our Father, when we 
are in need. Asking God for our own needs is called 
a prayer of petition. (A prayer of intercession asks 
God to help someone else.) But keep in mind that 
praying for what we need is different from praying 
for what we want. 

God wants what is good for us. He alone knows 
what we truly need, and he always answers our 
prayers. But he doesn’t always answer in the way we 
expect—or in the time we expect. When we look for 

God in our lives, we can see how he has answered 
our prayers in different ways.

In today’s reading, Jesus teaches us to ask God for 
what we need. Why must we ask God for what we 
need when he already knows everything? Remember 
that Jesus wants us to have a relationship with God. In 
any relationship, we grow closer to someone as we talk 
to and listen to that person. So we also grow  closer to 
God when we talk with him in prayer, even when we 
ask for something he already knows we need.

Think of something you recently asked God for. 
Spend a few moments thinking back on your life 
since you offered that prayer. You might find that God 
 answered your prayer in a way you didn’t expect!

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article and activity in the We Know and 
Live Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:
• “The Prayer of Petition” + activity, pages 54–55
If you have additional time, read the selection together, 
and invite your child to complete the activity.

Ask and Receive

1. Jesus wants us to grow in our relationship with God. 
2. A need is something we need to live our life and 
be with God. A want can be anything we don’t need 
for survival or holiness. 3. Petitions.
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Use the code below to discover the type of prayer in which we ask God for what we 
need. Then transfer the circled letter in your final answer to the spaces marked with the 
number 15 on the back of your folder.

Asking for What We Need

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S •••
T –
U ••–
V •••–
W •––
X –••–
Y –•––
Z ––••

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ ___  ___  

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___


